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The Suffolk Owl Sanctuary.  Helping Save Britain’s Owls.

TAIGA
Great Grey Owl

COBWEB
Barn Owl

BUG
Tawny Owl

SNOWDROP
Snowy Owl

SNAPDRAGON
Little Owl

LANARK
Long Eared Owl

                 
    

Name 		   
Address	   

						            Postcode 
Telephone Number
e-mail address for newsletters & updates         
The bird I would like to adopt  
Name of Person to appear on Adoption Certificate

GIFT ADOPTIONS - Deliver to (if different from above)          
Name 		   
Address	   

						          Postcode 
e-mail address for newsletters & updates  
Your message to accompany Gift Adoption

DONATION AMOUNT: £                 Add Adoption Pack £2.00? (optional)        TOTAL AMOUNT: £

Yes!

Are you a UK Taxpayer?  If so, by simply ticking the RED BOX you could help us reclaim extra 
funding from the Government on top of your donation. It won’t cost you a penny!  I would like the 
Suffolk Owl Sanctuary to reclaim the tax on my donation.  I have paid an amount of UK income tax or capital gains 
tax equal to any tax reclaimed

Please tick 
here to 
GIFT AID 
your donation

I would like to pay by Cheque/P.O./Cash/Visa/Mastercard/Solo/Electron         Switch/Maestro [   ]
Card No:   |__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|__|   |__|__|__|                 Issue No.  |__|__|
Valid From  |__|__|__|__|  Expiry  |__|__|__|__|  

Please make cheques payable to Suffolk Owl Sanctuary and send to:
The Suffolk Owl Sanctuary Ltd., Stonham Barns, Stonham Aspal IP14 6AT
Tel: 08456 807 897  www.owl-help.org.uk

 I would like to adopt a bird at the Suffolk Owl Sanctuary and make a donation towards 
their running costs, raptor rescue, first aid & hospital, rehabilitation and education projects.  Please tick here if 

you are re-adopting

Start Date:
Birthday:

Start Date:
Birthday:

 3 digit Security Number (back of card) |__|__|__|

The amount of your donation is entirely discretionary - every little helps! - but usually totals around £30 per adoption

Calamity Jane

Every year, the Suffolk Owl 
Sanctuary receives many calls for 
help to rescue injured or distressed 
owls and other birds of prey.  

“Calamity Jane” shown here was 
one of our recent cases - the poor 
thing had managed to get herself 
trapped down a chimney where she 
remained for some hours before 
being extricated, only to arrive back 
at our HQ in a rather sorry  and 
very sooty state!  

Nevertheless, a lengthy and 
very careful clean-up took place, 
and after a few days rest in our 
recuperation aviaries, this Tawny 
Owl was released back to the wild 
safe & sound from whence she 
came.

If you would like to know more 
about the work of S.O.S. you can 
read our weekly ‘blog’ at www.owl-
help.org.uk

The S.O.S. ADOPTION PACK
In your adoption pack you will find
• A personalised Adoption Certificate
• A photograph of your adopted Bird
• An Owl keyring
• An S.O.S. Supporters Sticker
• A 52-page book “An introduction to British owls  
  and other birds of prey”
• Copies of the S.O.S. Newsletter

The Suffolk Owl Sanctuary was established 
in 2000 as a charity to promote the care & 

conservation of Britain’s owl species.  Our work 
involves the rescue & rehabilitation of wild 

owls back to their natural habitat, a nest box 
scheme erecting and maintaining a network 

of wild owl boxes in East Anglia, an education 
programme for schools & colleges nationwide, 

the publication of a range of freely-available 
literature and on-line help & advice regarding 

owl care & conservation.

When you ADOPT-AN-OWL you will be helping us 
maintain this valuable programme and play an 

important part in helping to save Britain’s owls.

COBWEB, our Barn Owl, did not have the best start in life.  At no more than 2 or 3 days old, in 
July 2005, he was abandoned on a doorstep in a cardboard box that also contained his 5 brothers 
and sisters and 2 adults (presumably his parents), he was caked head to foot in filth and needed a 

great deal of care. He now has a permanent home at the Suffolk Owl Sanctuary where he will 'earn
his keep' giving flying demonstrations and helping people to learn all about Barn owls in the wild.

This adoption plays a valuable role in the conservation of a threatened species.  It will help not only
towards Cobweb’s upkeep for a year but also to the breeding, protection, nestbox and awareness 
programmes which are run at the Centre, together with the upkeep of the Raptor Hospital which 

cares for & rehabilitates injured wild owls and other birds of prey which are brought into the 
Sanctuary.  Thank you for your support.

Happy Birthday Emma
!Love

!Adam xx

January  2009
for the period of 1 year commencing

at the Suffolk Owl Sanctuary, Stonham Barns

through the adoption of

Emma Riley
The support of

Cobweb, The Barn Owl

CERTIFICATE of ADOPTION

2
2
0
1
0Learn more about Owls at www.owl-help.org.uk

is greatly appreciated.

Lady Lilford (Lily) was hatched by her mother Snapdragon at the Suffolk Owl

Sanctuary on 1st June 2004.  Hand-raised and trained by the falconers, she

made her debut appearance in a flying demonstration at the tender age of 

just 9 weeks and is now regularly stealing the show.  Being so small she is 

just as happy flying indoors and will make a regular appearance on rainy 

days as she displays more of the dip and glide flight pattern, so different to 

the larger owls.

This adoption plays a valuable role in the conservation of a threatened 

species.  It will help not only towards Lily’s upkeep for a year but also to the

breeding, protection, nestbox and awareness programmes which are run at 

the Centre, together with the upkeep of the Raptor Hospital which cares & 

rehabilitates injured wild owls and other birds of prey which are brought into

the Sanctuary.  Thank you for your support.
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General Manager Andy Hulme 
says WELCOME to the Suffolk 
Owl Sanctuary’s Autumn/
Winter Newsletter

Hello everyone!
Thank you for your continued 

support over the last few months; it’s 
something we really appreciate and it 
helps to make our work here at the 
Sanctuary so much easier.  Our biannual 
newsletter is one way we have of 
thanking all of our valued benefactors 
and those of you who support our 
endeavours by adopting an owl or 
making donations via The Owl Barn.  
We hope you enjoy this newsletter and 
remember, you can keep up-to-date with 
all our news, events and activities on our 
website at www.owl-help.org.uk

BEHIND THE SCENES
The work of the  hospital is key to the 

ethos of the Suffolk Owl Sanctuary, as it 
is a vital part of being able to rehabilitate 
injured or orphaned raptors and return 
them to their natural habitat. The birds that 
come to us at the Sanctuary often need a 
great deal of  TLC, as Conservation Officer 
Dean explains...

When raptors are brought to us 
at the hospital, the first thing we do 
is give them a thorough examination 
to look for any signs of injury or ill-
health.  Sometimes a bird of prey may 
have experienced very little in the 
way of injury, but for some reason is 
in a state of distress.  In this instance, 
the most important thing to do is 
to assess whether or not the bird is 
dehydrated which, in a bird of prey, 
can be as devastating as starvation.  If 
a bird is dehydrated, our priority then 
is to get some fluids back into it via a 
process called ‘crop tubing’.  This enables 
important fluids to be introduced 
directly into the stomach.  It can look a 
little uncomfortable for the bird, but it’s 
the most effective way of ensuring that 
these essential fluids, including glucose 

and vitamins, are released as quickly as 
possible into the bird’s system.

An injured bird could be suffering 
from anything from superficial cuts 
to serious bone breaks but as they 
are unable to tell us what’s wrong we 
have to check carefully for any signs of 
external or internal bleeding.   Basic 
first-aid is then applied and any breaks 
strapped up before we take the injured 
raptor to the vet.

Another vitally important thing that 
we need to look for is evidence of 
blindness. Obviously, blindness in a bird 
of prey would make it impossible for it 
to hunt and take care of itself in the wild, 
so impairing its chances of successful 
release.

Thankfully, there are many cases 
where we are able to rehabilitate the 
birds that come in to the Sanctuary 
and we are very grateful for all the 
help and support we receive from 
Stowe Vets, made possible by the 
generous contributions we receive from 
supporters like you.

A HARRIER HISTORY

One of our most recent & perhaps 
rarest hospital cases was a Marsh 
Harrier that was brought in to us from 
Fingringhoe in Essex.  Apparently it was 
found by the side of the road and was in 

a pretty poor state.  Apart from the bird 
being very thin, the big toe on its right 
foot was about three times bigger than 
it should have been. On examination, we 
discovered a nasty, open, infected wound, 
which required immediate cleansing 
using a mild solution of Hibiscrub.

We then took the Harrier to the 
vet, who elected to do an x-ray just to 
ensure that there weren’t any other 
serious complications.  We were shocked 
to discover that there were two bits of 
shot in the bird’s wing - a clear indication 
that it had been aimed at with a shotgun!

Thankfully, the Marsh Harrier is now 
recovering and, although it will be a 
fairly slow process, we are hopeful that 
it will be ready for release by the time 
you read this. You can catch up with the 
progress of the Marsh Harrier and read 
many other stories about the Sanctuary 
on our regular blog at www.owl-help.
org.uk

REMARKABLE RAPTOR 
RESCUES ~ CHICKLETS AND 
TWIGLETS

Over the years we have experienced 
many unusual instances of ‘raptor 
rescue’ but this May saw a first, when we 
received a nest with three baby tawny 
owls still in it!

Apparently a local couple had decided 

to cut down a tree, totally unaware 
that there was an occupied nest in it.  
Fortunately, they had the presence of 
mind to contact the ‘Suffolk Wildlife 

Catch up with all 
the news on the 
S.O.S. Weekly Blog at 
www.owl-help.org.uk
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An introduction to 
BRITISH
OWLS & 
other 
Birds of 
Prey

If you would like a FREE COPY 
of our booklet SAVING BRITAIN’S 
OWLS please call us on our local 
rate number 08456 807 897  or 
e-mail us at info@owl-help.org.uk The S.O.S. Adoption Pack is optional and accounted for separately for V.A.T. purposes

Please send me information about regularly renewing my adoption by Direct Debit

PUNGU
Bateleur 

Eagle

COMET
Peregrine 

Falcon



Back to the wild!
This wonderful photograph perfectly 
illustrates the aims & ambitions of the 
Suffolk Owl Sanctuary as falconer Dean 
releases a Tawny Owl back to the wild 
after its period of rest & recuperation with 
us.  The youngster had been brought into 
S.O.S. as a foundling - it was nurtured, 
given the time & space to fully fledge and 
then carefully loosed back to its natural 
surroundings.

Whether you “ADOPT AN OWL”
for yourself or someone special as a token 
of your respect for British wildlife, your 
donation will enable us to ‘keep up the good 
work’.  See overleaf for details.

Thank you.

The Suffolk Owl Sanctuary
Stonham Barns, Stonham Aspal IP14 6AT

Tel: 08456 807 897  Read our regular blog at www.owl-help.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1086565

Your legacy would make a world of difference - and a difference to our world.
Despite the enormous generosity of our many sponsors and those that make the 
frequent donations which are fundamental to our cause,  the cost of running the 
Suffolk Owl Sanctuary is substantial. If you would consider leaving a legacy to 
our charity, such an act would prove enormously beneficial in ensuring that we can 
continue our work for the care and conservation of Britain’s owl species.

For more information on leaving a legacy to the Suffolk Owl Sanctuary, 
please call us on 08456 807 897 or visit our website www.owl-help.org.uk


